Hamilton, Federalist #28 (The Same Subject
Continued: The Idea of Restraining the
Legislative Authority in Regard to the Common
Defense Considered)

[I]n a confederacy the people, without
exaggeration, may be said to be entirely the
masters of their own fate. Power being almost
always the rival of power, the general

government will at all times stand ready to check
the usurpations of the state governments, and these
will have the same disposition towards the general
government. The people, by throwing themselves
into either scale, will infallibly make it
preponderate. If their rights are invaded by either,
they can make use of the other as the instrument of
redress.

Hamilton, Federalist #31 (The Same Subject
Continued: Concerning the General Power of
Taxation)

It should not be forgotten that a disposition in the
State governments to encroach upon the rights of
the Union is quite as probable as a disposition in the
Union to encroach upon the rights of the State
governments. What side would be likely to prevail
in such a conflict, must depend on the means which
the contending parties could employ toward
insuring success. As in republics strength is always
on the side of the people, and as there are weighty
reasons to induce a belief that the State
governments will commonly possess most influence
over them, the natural conclusion is that such
contests will be most apt to end to the disadvantage
of the Union; and that there is greater probability of
encroachments by the members upon the federal
head, than by the federal head upon the members.
But it is evident that all conjectures of this kind
must be extremely vague and fallible: and that it is
by far the safest course to lay them altogether aside,
and to confine our attention wholly to the nature
and extent of the powers as they are delineated in
the Constitution. Every thing beyond this must be
left to the prudence and firmness of the people;
who, as they will hold the scales in their own hands,
it is to be hoped, will always take care to preserve
the constitutional equilibrium between the general
and the State governments





